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	 Merging onto a limited-access highway 
or changing lanes on multi-lane roadways 
can also be a challenge. Try a modified 
hand signal (along with the blinkers); if 
changing position to the left, give an ani-
mated ‘left-turn’ hand signal, pointing up 
and down at the space you want. “Hey, 
look! I’m calling dibs on that space –please 
give me my space.”
	 A rider may use the same signal with 
the right arm, if a cruise-control or throt-
tle-lock is engaged, for position changes to 
the right. Drivers will usually defer to your 
clear request. Remember, your mission is 
to politely demand that others see you, 
recognize and appreciate your exposed 
situation, become consciously aware of 
your intentions, and change their behav-
ior to avoid harming you. But remember, 
such demands are not optional. You and 
I must continually, politely and consis-
tently demand and command the respect 
we need to survive. Anything less is irre-
sponsible on our part.
	 As riders, our only available action 
steps in traffic are to change our position 
on the roadway, adjust our speed, and/or 
communicate our upcoming intentions 
and demands to others. Be deliberate – 
but not abrupt – in moving from side to 
side, or moving up or back in traffic.
	 “Hey, I know what I’m doing here; I 
have a plan! I clearly know what I want 
to happen around me. I’m not wandering 
around aimlessly on the pavement. Help 
me keep the space I’m creating and manag-
ing as I move myself around!”
	 A determined person is much more 
likely to get what they want, so display 
deliberate, thoughtful determination as 
you position your motorcycle around 
other traffic. Also actively orchestrate 
– by your movements and signals - the 
choreography of your roadway neigh-
bors. Think about using your deliberate 
and clear position and speed changes as 
a means of communicating to others. We 
are one of only 250 roadway users, on 
average, and car and truck drivers are 
generally unaccustomed to the unique 
needs of motorcyclists. They need our 
help to help us stay safe. Communicating 
and orchestrating the roadway dance can 
help them understand us and our needs 
a bit more.
	 But what to do when our demands 
for traffic respect are ignored, or even 
worse, blatantly and willfully violated by 

cretinous car and truck operators? Yes, 
many of us can be tempted to display our 
disappointment graphically, maybe with 
the ubiquitous single-digit salute. Don’t 
do it! Such bold-faced and obvious threats 
against us can be indications of irrespon-
sible, sociopathic personalities who may 
grip those steering-wheels; they can easily 
defeat us, very painfully, in a ‘fair fight’ 
every time. So, leave! Go somewhere else. 
Maybe you can settle up with such a fool 
in another lifetime.
	 Sounds like we motorcyclists are 
self-centered, egotistical roadway-users, 
right? Yup, that we are, to a degree and 
of necessity. No rider can survive long 
without a strong sense of self-preserva-
tion, self-reliance, iron determination 
and independence. We must believe that 
we are in control of our outcomes and 
results; we know that we are responsible 
for the consequences of our decisions 
and actions. Such a competent rider con-
tinually commands respect from those 
nearby by how such a rider behaves, how 
the rider is clad and how we make our 
requests and demands known. So, when 
you’re out there among them, earn and 
command respect, and command the 
actions of roadway-users nearby! Your 
competence will increase, your confi-
dence will improve and you will begin 
receiving the respect – the recognition of 
your humanity, your vulnerable situation, 
and the space and time you require. Give 
it a try! 

The BMW MOA Foundation’s “MotoSafe” 
is intended to present responsible view-
points on thoughtful and safe motorcycling 
skills and practices; the authors, the Foun-
dation, the BMW MOA and the Owners 
News do not guarantee readers’ personal 
safety, and take no responsibility for read-
ers’ application of this material. Profes-
sional motorcycle safety trainers are invited 
to submit articles for inclusion in the 
“MotoSafe” column. Please contact Roger 
Wiles (roger@rogerwiles.com) for submis-
sion guidelines and instructions. The BMW 
MOA Foundation is a not-for-profit, tax-
exempt Public Educational Foundation 
dedicated to increasing and promoting the 
safe and enjoyable sport of motorcycling. 
Tax-exempt donations to the Foundation 
will provide funding for current and new 
Foundation Projects & Programs. Con-
tact Foundation Headquarters at: PO Box 
3982, Ballwin, MO 63022 - (636) 394-7277 
for further information.
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